for human medical geneticists in the world. Skip's role in genetic education has been extensive. In addition to his developing new and innovative courses for medical students at Emory over many years, he mentored a long series of trainees. He directly supervised nine PhD students and 33 fellows in genetics. He later collaborated with some of his former fellows in research projects in important areas such as the nutritional treatment of children with inborn errors of metabolism. His former fellows now hold important positions in medical genetics throughout the United States, in addition to Japan and Italy.
After building a remarkable program in medical genetics at Emory, and at an age when many are considering life on a sailboat, Skip embarked on a second career. In 2002, a generous multimillion dollar gift from the Dr. John T. MacDonald Foundation, of Coral Gables, FL, to the University of Miami, Miller School of Medicine, permitted the University to recruit Skip to Miami to establish a new program in medical genetics. He approached this task with gusto. He brought together the considerable talent already present at the Miller School of Medicine and recruited new bright, creative geneticists and fellows in genetics. His work led to the development of the new Dr. John T. Macdonald Department of Human Genetics and helped lay the foundation for the Hussman Institute for Human Genomics. During the past decade, it has been great for me to join Skip and his very special wife Nancy on many evenings in the street cafes of Coconut Grove, our home village within Miami. He continued to work full time, 7 years after his first diagnosis of metastatic prostate cancer. He was busy on his iPad even days before his death, communicating not only with friends, but also with his colleagues about scientific issues. My e-mails always got a quick response.
Skip was an innovative thinker and an outstanding physician. He received numerous awards, presented many named lectureships, chaired many groups, and was a true leader in medical genetics. He was a devoted husband, father, and grandfather. He was a beloved physician. At his memorial services at The Temple Atlanta, a magnificent structure on Peachtree Street in downtown Atlanta, hoards of friends, patients, and colleagues gathered to remember the remarkable life and contributions of Skip Elsas. He will be missed, but his many contributions are forever.
